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SUB J : CUBAN TRADE: MINNESOTA MINING AND MANUFACTURING (3M) 
PROBLEM 

REF: A. BA 4646 B. BA 4693 

1. PRESIDENT OF 3 M OF ARGENTINA INFORMED EMBASSY OF RECENT 
ATTEMPTS BY MEMBERS OF CUBAN EMBASSY STAFF TO PURCHASE OR 
OBTAIN QUOTATIONS ON SEVERAL TYPES OF 3M PRODUCTS. HE SAID THEY 
HAVE RECEIVED THREE VISITS IN LAST TEN DAYS. 

2. PRODUCTS INVOLVED ARE: A. X-RAY PLATES, B. OTHER UNSPECIFIED 
PHOTOGRAPHIC MATERIALS, C. PLASTIC TAPES FOR ELECTRIC INSULATION, 
AND D. VIDEO TAPE. FIRST THREE ARE MANUFACTURED IN ARGENTINA 
INCLUDING SOME MATERIALS FROM THE US, SUCH AS SYNTHETIC RUBBER 
AND SILVER. VIDEO TAPE IS IMPORTED FROM US. 
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3. NO QUANTITIES MENTIONED FOR X-RAY AND PHOTO MATERIALS. 
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REQUEST WAS FOR 250,000 ROLLS OF PLASTIC TAPES, (ABOUT 
US$250,000). CUBAN EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVES TRIED TO BUY 
50 ROLLS OF VIDEO TAPE AT RETAIL OFFICE, WHERE HE IDENTIFIED 
HIMSELF AND REQUESTED THAT BILL BE MADE OUT TO CUBAN EMBASSY. 
SALE WAS NOT MADE BECAUSE ALERT SALES PERSON BROUGHT IT TO 
ATTENTION OF SUPERVISOR. 

4. 3M PRESIDENT ASKED EMBASSY ADVICE ON HOW TO HANDLE SITUATION. 
WE INFORMED HIM IN GENERAL TERMS OF RECENT SIMILAR 
EXPERIENCES OF OTHER AMERICAN COMPANIES IN ARGENTINA AND 

OF MOST RECENT USG POLICY EXPRESSIONS ON THIS SUBJECT. WE ADVISED 
HIM THAT SOME US OWNED COMPANIES HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN 
DELAYING ON CUBAN REQUESTS WITHOUT ACTUALLY INCURRING WRATH 
OF GOA BY REFUSING TO EXPORT TO CUBA. AT THE SAME TIME, WE 
SUGGESTED HE ADVISE 3M REPRESENTATIVE IN WASHINGTON TO DISCUSS 
MATTER WITH TREASURY. HE EXPRESSED FEAR OF CONSEQUENCES FOR 
3M ARGENTINA IF USG REGULATIONS FORCE THEM TO REFUSE TO SELL TO 
CUBA. 

5. HE FEARS THAT SUCH REFUSAL MIGHT SUBJECT 3M AND ITS EXECUTIVES 
TO ADMINISTRATIVELY IMPOSED FINES AND/OR JAIL SENTENCES UNDER THE 
NEW "LAW ON SUPPLY AND SUPPRESSION OF HOARDING AND SPECULATION", 
WHICH PROVIDES THE GOA WITH NEW AND VERY POWERFUL WEAPON 

TO PROHIBIT ANY ENTERPRISE FROM INTER ALIA REFUSING TO SELL 
ITS PRODUCTS OR SERVICES. THIS LAW IS BEING REPORTED IN 
REF B. DECON 6/30/75. 

HILL 

UNQUOTE SISCO 
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